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A  m o u s e  with exceptionally large ears. 

bug

Q: What do you have in common with 
this famous, funny, brilliant author who 
laughs so loudly that everyone in a room 
turns to see what the joke’s all about?  

A: More than you can imagine!

Did you know that 
when Kate was a child, she 
loved reading Cricket maga-
zine, just like you’re doing? 

“I got my first copy of 
Cricket in a bookstore in 
Sarasota, Florida,” Kate told 
me during a recent interview at 
a coffee shop in Milwaukee. “My 
mother bought it for me, and I 
loved reading the stories.” 

One thing Kate liked best 
was seeing her name printed 
on the outside of the magazine 
above her address. “When the 
magazine arrived in the mail 
and I saw my name there, it 
was almost like I had writ-
ten the stories inside. I still 
love going to a library and 
seeing my name on the 
books I’ve written.”

You may have 
read some of these books: The Tale of 
Despereaux, Because of Winn-Dixie, The 
Tiger Rising, The Magician’s Elephant, The 
Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane, and 
Bink and Gollie. Before Kate published these, 
she wrote three stories for the magazine 

A  d o G  who grins. 
A  t i G e r  discovered by a boy with sadness 

in his legs. 
A  p i G  who prefers toast with a great deal 

of butter. 

Q: What do all these animals have in 
common? 

A: They are all creatures in stories 
by the award-winning children’s author 
Kate DiCamillo. 

Spider. Like her novels, Kate’s early Spider 
stories feature unlikely heroes—an orphan 
boy who causes rain, a sneaky dog, and a girl 
named Tulip—and they are funny and some-

times a little bit sad. 
“I still remember how excited 

I was to publish those stories in 
Spider,” Kate said. “It was great to 
get paid for my work, and it was 
amazing to see my name in print 
in a magazine.”

As a child, Kate 
loved reading all sorts 
of books—Charlotte’s 
Web, Little House on 
the Prairie, The Secret 
Garden, and many 
others—and she 

dreamed of being a 
writer. During her twen-
ties she worked odd jobs in 
places like amusement parks in 
Florida. Although this work expe-
rience helped her learn more about 
some of the people she would 
write about later, she was not doing 
much to advance her writing career. 
She bought lots of writerly accesso-
ries, like “a pack of black turtlenecks, 
because that’s what writers wore,” but 

did not really get down to the business of writ-
ing until her thirties.

“Eventually, I realized that if I wanted 
to be a writer, I had to write. Every day. No 
matter what.”

Kate  
diCamilloHi! i’m down here 

under this giant 
squirrel.
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These days, Kate lives in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota, a city where she has lots of friends 
and where she’s mastered her writing routine. 
Every day, she wakes up very early—“it has to 
be when it’s still dark outside”—pours a mug 
of coffee, fires up her computer, and gets to 
work. No matter how the writing is going, 
she only writes two pages every day. 

“Don’t ever let anyone tell you that you 
can’t get anywhere by just writing two pages 
a day,” she told a group of kids and adults at a 
recent book event. “I’m proof that you can get 
very far with a small amount of writing 
every day.”

Kate loves being a writer and 
she’s especially thrilled by the power 
of storytelling. “Stories are neces-
sary to human survival. Sure, we 
need food and water and shelter, 
but we also need stories. When 
we hear the words ‘once upon a 
time’ or ‘let me tell you a story’ 
we all lean in closer, wanting 
to know more.” 

One of the most com-
mon questions Kate is asked 
is: Where do you get your 
ideas? She answers enthu-
siastically. “Ideas are all over 
the place! You can find stories 
wherever you go. Listen to peo-
ple, talk to them and ask them 
questions. Ride the city bus even. 
You’ll have enough stories from 
that experience to write a lot more 
stories of your own.”

friend lives down the street from me, and she 
drops him off when she goes to work. Then I 
send him back to her when she gets home. It’s 
perfect. If he makes a mess or is feeling sick, I 
can just send him on down the street.”

Although she’s happy to talk about her 
books, Kate never rereads them once she’s 
done writing. “I think of my books like my 
children—I love each of them equally and for 
many different reasons.” 

She attributes much of her later success 
to what Winn-Dixie and Opal, the main 
characters in Kate’s first novel Because of 
Winn-Dixie, taught her about writing and 
telling stories. “I feel a profound gratitude for 
each of my characters. Winn-Dixie and Opal 
gave me everything.”

When Kate is working on a story, she 
writes a messy first draft where she doesn’t 
bother with spelling and punctuation. Her 
goal in this draft is to get the story on the 
page. Then she’ll go back and revise in the 
next few drafts. She can go through as many 
as nine—or more—drafts of a book before 
sending it off to her editor. 

“I want each word to do the work of 
ten,” she noted. “Each word should have a 
depth to it, and that’s what I work on in 
revision.”

Kate has just finished another middle-
grade novel, Flora & Ulysses: The Illuminated 
Adventures. It stars a self-described cynic 
named Flora Belle Buckman, who is an avid 
reader of the comic book Terrible Things Can 
Happen to You!, and a squirrel with the pow-
ers of a superhero. 

Many fans also want to know: Do you 
have any advice for young writers who are just 
getting started?

“Read. Write. Carry a notebook, and pay 
attention to what’s around you. Also, if you 
are good at reading and writing, don’t let your 
parents convince you to become a lawyer!” 

What does Kate do besides write? Well, 
she doesn’t like to bungee jump or garden 
(“plants shrivel up and die as soon as I walk 
past them”), but Kate does love to eat. This is 
a bit surprising since she’s very thin, but Kate 
loves food so much that she lets everyone 

she knows cook for her. “I’d love to go 
back to Florence in Italy,” 

she said, when I 
asked her where 

she’d like to travel 
to next. “Because 

the food there was 
amazing.” 

Lots of kids also 
want to know: Do 

you have a dog like 
Winn-Dixie?

Kate didn’t have a dog 
when she wrote Because of 

Winn-Dixie, and she real-
izes now that she wrote her 
longing for one into that 
book. Now, the answer to 
the dog question is: sort of. 

“These days, I share a 
dog named Henry with 
a friend. So, I guess I 
have half a dog. My 

“I hope it’s funny!” Kate said, grinning 
mischievously. But you can judge for your-
self, since Kate and her publisher Candlewick 
Press have allowed Cricket to print a preview 
of the opening chapter in the following pages.

Kate’s new novel will be in bookstores 
later this month. While you’re waiting, why 
don’t you start a story of your own? Work on 
it just a little bit every day and soon you’ll 
have a complete story. Here are the magic 
words to get your story started: Once upon a 
time . . .

To send your stories, letters, or ques-
tions to Kate, write her at: Kate DiCamillo 
c/o Candlewick Press, 99 Dover Street, 
Somerville, MA 02114.
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